
I t is partially hidden 
behind a few trees and a 

small old red barn that has 

been a witness to many 

severe Minnesota winters. 

You probably have driven on 
Woodbury Drive countless 

times and have never noticed 

the beautiful white farm 

house on the east side of the 

road. The front of the house overlooks 

a small pond and Eagle View golf 
course. The current owners of this 

gem of a house are a most unusual 

young couple Jim and Stephanie 

Kivel.  

When the Jim first saw the house, in 
June of 2003, it was located miles to 

the east at 3730 Cottage Grove Drive.  

There, this grand old house has stood 
since it was constructed in 1907. Jim 

became aware of the availability of the 

house in an advertisement published 

in the Woodbury Bulletin.  

It was love at first sight! Jim was 
captivated by the original tin ceiling in 

the kitchen, wall to wall hardwood 

floors and beautiful wood trim 

throughout – a tribute to long 

forgotten craftsmen. After the owners, 

Jeff Brower and Donna Dalton, 
provided a grand tour of the home, 

Jim was hooked. Then a short time 

later dreadful news arrived - the 

house had to be moved from the 
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premise prior to first of September.  

On the drive home, Jim fantasized 

raising his family in this house.   
However, his dream took a disastrous 

detour; Jeff and Donna had found a 

buyer for their house and it was no 

longer available. Jeff, crestfallen 

by this turn of events surmised 

that whoever purchased the 
house would find it difficult to 

meet the September deadline for 

its removal. Undaunted by this 

sudden reversal of fortune, Jeff 

quickly set about to determine 
exactly what would be required 

to move a house in Woodbury.  

On the following Friday, the 

unexpected happened, the 

phone rang and it was Donna 

reporting that the pending 
house sale had fallen through. 

Motivated with the good news, 

Jim called Steph and relayed 

the good news and told her that 

“she had to see it.” Packing their 
five children in their car, the 

seven Kivel’s set off to 3730 

Cottage Grove Drive for a house 

tour. In Jim’s words “Stephanie also 

fell in love with the house and her 

passion to attain the house soon 
equaled my own.” Stephanie admits 

that although she seldom cries, after 

the visit she broke down and through 

her tears informed Jim that she had to 

have that house. The two couples 
agreed on a purchase price of 

$10,000.00. This writer believes that 

Jeff and Donna wanted the house to 

pass into the hands of a family of 

kindred spirits. 

Jim set about to get permission to 
move the house to the lot adjacent to 

their current home. Easier said than 

done! The planning department 

informed that house moving is 

something that is not done in 
Woodbury. Another city hall staffer 

told Jim “We don’t move houses in 

Woodbury; we tear them down and 

build new ones.”  Fighting this mind 

set was like a salmon swimming 

upstream, for two weeks he received 
nothing but discouragement. Then a 

knight in shinning armor, by the name 

of Dwight Picha, came upon the scene.  

Jim called Dwight Picha, the 

Community Development Director. 
Jim remembers telling Dwight “I am 

not a wealthy man and I need to know 

if the city will allow this to happen.” 

Picha returned the call indicating that 

after meeting with various department 

heads that moving the house was 
possible. He added there was one 

small cravat; there could not be a 

“neighborhood riot.”  

To prevent any unrest, a meeting of 

the neighbors was held at Jeff and 
Donna’s home on July 28th. There not 

only was a complete lack of opposition 

but much encouragement and support 

was given by the neighbors. Things 

went smoothly in gaining approval for 

the division of the lot and a conditional 
permit to move the house. Grease for 

approval process was due in part to 

the support Councilman Peter Rico 

and John Seeman, President of the 

Woodbury Heritage Society. 
The actual moving of the house was 

anticlimactic. It took only one and a 

half hours for the house to be moved 

from its location of ninety six years to 

it new place on 2755 Woodbury Drive. 

When working on the house Jim 
occasionally finds artifacts which 

probably exceed eight decades of age. 
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Coming Soon: 

 

WHS  
Historic Barns  

of Woodbury Calendar 
 

Members watch your 

mailbox for 

information on how to 

purchase this limited 

edition 2009 Calendar. 



Heritage Happenings Spring 2007-2008 page three 

This causes him to wonder who might 

have left it there. Son Thomas plays with 

a “Bakelite” toy car found in the house.  

Bakelite was the first synthetic plastic 
material, developed in years 1907- 1909. 

Since being moved, the Kivel’s have 

added a large addition (includes the 

garage) on the south end of the original 

dwelling. This replaces the “summer 
kitchen” which could not be moved 

because of its deteriorated condition.  

A quote from Jim, “One of the Oehlke 
boys who was raised in the house was 

walking through it on the day of the move. 
We were in the dining room when I turned 
to say something to him, I stopped. I could 
tell he was lost in his memories. This was 
a most reassuring moment for me. I felt as 
if all the work and stress and not being 
able to go to the “cabin” this year, was 
worth it.” 

The Woodbury Heritage 

Society wishes to commend 

Jim and Stephanie Kivel for 
their extraordinary efforts in 

preserving and relocating the 

house; and to Jeff Brower and 

Donna Dalton for their 

willingness to place saving the 

house above “selling” the 
house. The Society also 

salutes Dwight Picha for his 

efforts in “breaking the mold” 

at City Hall. 

  
 

Photograph taken at an open house, at the Kivel Family 

residence, for the members of the Woodbury Heritage Society in 

the fall of 2007. 
Left to right: Jeff Brower, Donna Dalton, John Seemann, 

Stephanie Kivel, Victoria Kivel (age 10 years) and Jim Kivel 
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Chronology… 

T he property of the original location was first 

deeded to James Middleton, for agricultural use in 

1863. Middleton in turn sold the property to Jacob  

 

 

 
H. Cram 1865. Cram farmed the land for over forty 

years before selling it to William (Sr.) and Anna 

Oehlke circa. 1906. The next year the Oehlke’s had 

the house constructed on the site. The builder was 

Art Miesner. Miesner, a Woodbury farmer was also 

a prolific builder. Beside the Oehlke home, he is 
credited with building a plethora of barns in the 

present city of Woodbury. William Sr. and his 

family called 3730 Cottage Grove Drive home until 

1929. That year saw the house pass on to William 

Oehlke Jr. and his wife Bessie.  
William Jr. and Bessie lived in the home until 

1956. At that time it was purchased by Albert and 

Adele Brendemuhl, who resided there until selling 

the house in 1998 to Jeff Brower and Donna 

Dalton.  

The Kivel’s purchased the house in 2003. A side 
note, the stork flew low and often over the house. 

Legend has it that William Sr. and Anna had twelve 

children, William Jr. and Bessie were blessed with 

thirteen offspring and Jim and Stephanie are 

keeping the tradition up with five children. 

3730 Cottage Grove Drive 

L ouise Griffin, a member of WHS has recently 

completed a book tracing her family’s history. Much 

of her ancestral roots are found in Woodbury and 

adjacent towns. In Louise’s words: 

“McNaughton Lives & Times: A Family History is 
a multi-generational journey spanning nearly 250 

years: Ireland to Québec to Minnesota.  The book 

includes photos and personal recollections from 

living McNaughton descendants, appendices, 

endnotes, references, genealogy charts.” 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Published by Quill House, Minneapolis 2007 

$20 plus s/h ~ PayPal accepted ~ Order directly 

from mcnaughtonstory@comcast.net 

or write McNaughton Lives & Times: A Family 

History 

8950 Stonebrooke Trail, Woodbury MN 55125 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Louise Griffin indicates the 
Charles McNaughton family on 

the 1885 Minnesota 
Population Schedule, Woodbury, Washington County.  
The James Haley family appears at the top of the same 
page. 
 

 
 

In the churchyard of Guardian Angels 
Catholic Church a handsome white 
stone marks the grave of Agnes 

McNaughton Haley and her child 
Agnes, both of whom died in 
Woodbury in 1893. 

Heritage Society Member Pens Family History 

 

Louise has kindly donated a copy of her book to WHS. You may 

wish to stop by our office to peruse the book before purchasing. 

Excerpts from the book will be published in the next edition of 

the Heritage Happenings. 
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