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The light can be seen at the end of 
the tunnel. After two years of 
strenuous efforts, the dedication 
date of the historic burr oak 
exhibit has been set. 
Wayne Schilling, who is the chair 
of the project, announced that the 
dedication ceremony will take 
place on Wednesday evening 
September 23rd at seven o'clock. 
It will be held in the lobby of the 
Woodbury City Hall. The exhibit 
will be located under the stairwell 
of the lobby level.  
The program will include: 

 
Gathering and Refreshments 

(starting at 6:45 pm) 

Girl Scouts 
 

Welcome and Introductions 

Wayne O. Schilling 
 

Burr Oak Exhibit 

Presentation 
John Seemann 

 
Unveiling of Exhibit 

Girl Scouts 
 

Acceptance of Gift 

Honorable William Hargis 
 

During the regular city council 
meeting which will follow; the 

exhibit will formally be accepted 
and acknowledged by the city. 
The project started in the fall of 
2007 when it became necessary 
to remove the tree to 
accommodate the widening of 
Radio Drive. The Heritage 
Society, recognizing the 
significance of this tree in the 
history of Woodbury, set about to 
preserve the marker tree. The 
tree, estimated to be at least 269 
years old, served as a reference 
point when the original section 
lines were surveyed and 
established in what became later 
the city of Woodbury. The 
original  location of the tree on 
Radio Drive, approximately 1/2 
mile north of Bailey Road will 
marked by a bench and plaque. 

 

Click on the WHS website 

for the latest information. 

 
www.woodburyheritage.org 

Upcoming events! 
 

September 23rd 
Burr Oak Dedication 

 
October 11th 

Antique Appraisal 

(Central Park) 

BURR OAK MARKER TREE 

EXHIBIT DEDICATION SET 

Vonnie Stutzman and Earl Raths are 
shown checking out the place on the 
bench where the plaque will be 
installed, marking the site of the tree on 
land where their relatives once farmed. 

(Burr oak story continued on page 2) 
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Sunday Oct 

11th Antique 
Appraisal 

 
2pm WHS Members 

Only 
3—5 pm  public 

Central Park 

 
WHS MEMBERS—2 Free 

APPRAISALS 

$4 PER ITEM 

$10 FOR 3 ITEMS 
 



Heritage Happenings page two Heritage Happenings page two 

 

Heritage Happenings is 

distributed quarterly by 

the Woodbury Heritage 

Society 
President –John Seemann 

Vice President-Wayne 

Schilling 

Secretary-Ruth Duncan 

Treasurer-Richard Pribnow 

Special thanks to Kathryn 

Ho for proofreading the 

Heritage Happenings. It is 

with her help that this 
issue is minus many 

errors. 

Heritage Happenings is 

edited and published by 

Bill Schrankler. 

Contributions from 
members and other 

interested parties are 

welcomed. Contact Bill at 

651.738.1836 or email: 

bschrankler@comcast.net. 
Email or snail mail is 

preferred in the interest of 

accuracy. 

6821 Lydia Lane 

Woodbury, MN 55125 

Fall 2009 

 Not beautiful, but highly utilitarian... 

WOODBURY’S MARKER BURR OAK TREEWOODBURY’S MARKER BURR OAK TREEWOODBURY’S MARKER BURR OAK TREE   
Woodbury’s marker Burr Oak tree prior to the widening of Radio Drive.  

circa November 2007 

(Photo reproduced through the courtesy of Nancy Christenson   

The burr oak marker tree  

exhibit dedication 

Wednesday September 23rd, at City Hall 
Gathering and Refreshments at 6:45 pm 

Sunday 
Oct 11th 
antique 

appraisal 
2pm WHS Members 

Only 
3—5 pm  public 

Central Park 

 
WHS MEMBERS—2 Free 

APPRAISALS 

$4 PER ITEM 

$10 FOR 3 ITEMS 
Proceeds benefit Woodbury 

Heritage  Society and Woodbury 
Parks and Recreation 



The burr oak marker tree  

exhibit dedication 

Wednesday September 23rd, at City Hall 
Gathering and Refreshments at 6:45 pm 
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A Photo Story of the Marker Tree Exhibit 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The slice of the tree, sometimes called a 
“cookie” was cut from this saved section of 

the trunk. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

A rough looking “cookie” (the tree not Gaylen 
Schilling). Mr. Schilling of Schilling 
Construction Company, did the first stages 

of finishing. 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Woodbury Heritage Society Board Members 
Wayne Schilling and Ruth Duncan are 
inspecting the “cookie” as the final coatings 

are applied at the Woodbury Public Works 
Facility. 
 
Wayne Schilling 
recently issued a 

statement 
thanking the 
many people who 

volunteered their 
time and talents 

in making the 
exhibit a reality. 
Schilling singled 

out the following 
individuals: 
 

 Paul Griffin (Supervisor) Jason 
McCarville (Arborist). Jim Perzichilli 

(Painter), from the Woodbury Public 
Works Department. 

 

 Jason Egerstrom, Kimberlee K. Blaeser 
and Clinton P. Gridley from the City of  
Woodbury Administration. 

 Ruth Duncan, Sheila Raths Hause and 

Bill Schrankler of his WHS committee. 



 
The burr oak marker tree  

exhibit dedication 

Wednesday September 23rd, at City Hall 
Gathering and Refreshments at 6:45 pm 
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Out and About…. 

Denmark Township Historical Society  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
The Denmark Township Historical Society invites the 
public to a free Vintage Ball Game at the Denmark Town 
Hall on 90th Street and Oakgreen Avenue S.,Sunday, 
September 20 at 1 p.m. Bring a lawn chair and watch the 
game played by 1860s rules, with the Society's  Denmark 
Demons facing the St. Croix Ball Club of the Washington 
County Historical Society. DTHS members are selling raffle 
tickets for three prizes to be announced at the event, 
including this photo of Lake Pepin from Maiden Rock by Al 
Peterson. Other prizes are an afghan made by JoAnne 
Olson and a quilt made by Lyla Davies. Winning tickets will 
be drawn during the seventh inning stretch. Tickets can by 
obtained from Lyla Davies 651-436-4493 

  
Washington County  
Historical Society 

  
Dillinger Invades Boutwell’s Landing  

September 17th 

  
The year was 1934, and the nation’s 
“Public Enemy #1” was barnstorming 
around the Midwest, robbing banks, 
shooting and causing mayhem wherever 
he went. John Dillinger spent some of his 
time hiding out in the St. Paul area and it 
is believed he even traveled into 
Washington County for a time. 

 On September 17, Dillinger historian 
Paul Maccabee, author of John Dillinger 
Slept Here, will be the keynote speaker 
at the Washington County Historical 
Society dinner meeting. At the event 
Maccabee will tell not only of Dillinger 
but of Ma Barker, Babyface Nelson, 
Alvin “Creepy” Karpis and other 
notorious gangsters who called 

Washington County and nearby cities 
their home. 

 
 “Dillinger represents an era in time,” said Brent T. 
Peterson, Executive Director of the Washington County 
Historical Society. “Although it doesn’t show the best side 
of Society at the time, it does show the desperation of the 
times that people would actually root for a bank robber 
and murderer. Dillinger has gone down in history in the 
same way Jesse James did fifty years earlier.” 
 
 But Dillinger, says Maccabee, "had style. He liked to 
amuse bank customers with quips and wise cracks during 
holdups. He would leap over the counters to show off his 
athletic ability and sometimes fired his Thompson 
submachine gun into the ceiling just to get people's 
attention. Witnesses may have been robbed, but they got 
their money's worth." 
The event will take place in Boutwell’s Landing in Oak Park 
Heights, MN. The cost for the event is $20 per person and 
$25 for non-WCHS members. The social hour will begin at 
5:30 pm, dinner at 6:30 pm and the program begins at 8 
pm. Reservations are required because of limited space. 
 John Dillinger might have had a beer in Scandia. Maybe 
he bought groceries in Mahtomedi. He could have hid out 
at Crocus Park in Bayport, had dinner at the Club Tara in 
Stillwater or even robbed the bank in Newport. Come to the 

event on September 17 and find out if the real-life Dillinger 
was anything like the bank robber portrayed by actor 
Johnny Depp in the movie, Public Enemies. 

For more information and to make reservations 
contact the Washington County Historical Society at 
651-439-5956 or visit online at www.wchsmna.org. 
 

South Washington Heritage Society 

September 12-Trolley Tour of historic Red Wing and 

Goodhue County History Museum. Gather at 9:30 A.M. at 

St. Paul Park city hall parking lot for carpooling.  

October 10-Ghost Stories (details to follow)  

 

We are starting a new feature with this edition of  

the Heritage Happenings. After attending a recent 

meeting of the History Network of Washington 
County group it occurred to me that there are so 

many high quality activities going on with the other 

history groups in Washington County that should 

be shared. It is important that we support one 

another in preserving the history of our 

communities. I hope you agree. 
-Editor 

See page 5 for John Dillinger’s Woodbury connection. 

Lake Pepin from Maiden Rock by 

Al Peterson 
Play (Vintage) Ball! 


