
Slow But Steady Progress for the Bielenberg  
Heritage Village Project 
Fueled by two favorable newspaper articles, the project has gained the attention 

of many supporters. The first appeared in the St. Paul Pioneer Press on April 

8th, 2010. The piece was written by reporter Bob Shaw, a Woodbury resident. 
The second article was featured in the Woodbury Bulletin on April 28th. The 

author was reporter Amy Kispert. 

The board committee of John Seemann, Wayne Schilling and Bill Schrankler are 

in the process of developing architectural renderings for two proposed sites. The 

first choice is the grassy knoll on the southern edge of the Bielenberg Sports 
Center on Radio Drive directly east of the Five Oaks Church. 

An alternate site being considered is the land occupied by the Woodbury 

Community Club Building on Afton Road, east of Radio Drive. 

 
Advantages of the 

Bielenberg Sports 
Center Site: 
1. Adds the historical 

perspective of the 

Bielenberg name to the  

BSC 
2. Utilizes the infrastructure of 

the (BSC) 

a. Parking 

b. Restroom facilities 
c. Concessions 

3. Provides easy access for 

school field trips utilizing 

school buses and for other 

interested groups 

4. Close proximity to the 

original location of the 

Bielenberg family farm 
5. With the location of the 

Woodbury Community Arts 

Center at the next door East 

Ridge High School this corner of Woodbury could become a cultural, historic and athletic hub 

for the greater Woodbury community 

6. Visitors to any of the venues (BSC, Arts Center, Farm and east Ridge High School) would 

become aware of all of the institutions located there. 

7. As the use of the Heritage Farm expands the revenue of the venue would be enhanced 

8. The close proximity of the BSC to the original farm would reduce the cost of moving the 

structures. 

9. Recognition that the site of the BSC is on the former Bielenberg farmland. 

10. The architectural contrast of the BSC structures with the village buildings would an exciting 

point of interest. 

(continued on page 2) 
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Click on the WHS website 

for the latest information. 

 
www.woodburyheritage.org 

Upcoming event! 
Members  

Picnic 

Sunday Sept.19, 2010 
12:30 p.m. 

Schilling Family Farm 

7535 Bailey Road 

POT LUCK! 
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Advantages of the Community Club Site: 
 
1. The Community Club building would be 

an additional building in the “Heritage 
Village” 

2. Parking area in place 

3. Utilities available in the Community Club 

building  

4. Short distance to City Hall with existing 
walking paths  

 

 

 

Boy’s Privy 
(Should it be 
included?) 

 

 

Proposed Village Buildings 

Community Club 

Schoolhouse located on Bailey Road Bielenberg Barn located on Bailey Road 

Bielenberg Farm House located on Bailey Road First Post Office located on Bailey Road 

(Model—Wayne Schilling) 



Annual Meeting Attracts Small Crowd 
The annual meeting of the Woodbury Heritage Society was held on April 22nd 

at the Salem Lutheran Church. The meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm by 

President John Seemann. An election was held to fill expiring positions on the 
board. In  very close election, incumbents Ruth Duncan, Don Lindeman, Bill 

Schrankler and Ken Wolterstorff were reelected for 3 year  terms.  

The program featured a well known local historian and author Fred Johnson of 

Cottage Grove. Mr. Johnson’s topic was be “Finding History in Suburbia.”  The 

in and outs of researching the history of suburbs was explored with a plethora 

of examples form Johnson’s histories of Richfield and Edina. 
Refreshments were provided by the board under the direction of Sheila Raths 

Hause. The low attendance (approximately 40 members) was attributed to an 

early spring and a beautiful evening. 

 

In Memoriam... 
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Heritage Happenings is 

distributed quarterly by 

the Woodbury Heritage 

Society 
President –John Seemann 

Vice President-Wayne 

Schilling 

Secretary-Patty Minehart 

Treasurer-Richard Pribnow 

Special thanks to Kathryn 

Ho for proofreading the 

Heritage Happenings. It is 

with her help that this 
issue is minus many 

errors. 

Heritage Happenings is 

edited and published by Bill 

Schrankler. Contributions 

from members and other 
interested parties are 

welcomed. Contact Bill at 

651.738.1836 or email: 

bschrankler@comcast.net. 

Email or snail mail is 
preferred in the interest of 

accuracy. 

6821 Lydia Lane 

Woodbury, MN 55125 

Board member and 
newsletter editor Bill 
Schrankler currently  has an 
exhibit of some of his photos 
at the Stafford Library in 
Central Park.  
Several Woodbury scenes are 
included. The  exhibit will 
displayed though the month 
of May. 

Earl F. Raths 
Born  

September 7, 1924 in Saint Paul, Minn. 
Died 

May 18, 2010 in Saint Paul, Minn. 

A few years ago I asked each board member to write a short autobiography 

that I would use in the newsletter a means of letting members know a little 

more about the board members. I never did print Earl’s, so I would like to do 
so now. Here is what he had to say about himself— 

 

Earl Raths was born and raised in Woodbury, Minnesota.  After residing in 

Minneapolis, Edina and Eden Prairie, Minnesota, for 50 years he moved back 

to Woodbury in 1946.  Earl graduated from the University of Minnesota in 

1951 with a degree in Agronomy and Plant Genetics.  He was employed by 
Northrup King for 35 years where he did research work on hybrid corn.  

  

Earl married Lorraine Scheel in June of 1948.  They have two sons.  Dean is 

an attorney in Saint Paul and Marty is a United Methodist Pastor in 

Northfield, Minnesota.  Their three grandchildren are Justin, Katie and 
Nathan. 

Earl 
The last time I saw Earl was on May 2nd. I was hanging photos at the library 

and Earl and Lorraine were there. As I was working, Earl tapped me on my 

shoulder and complimented the photos. That was Earl, completely unselfish 

and always encouraging. We all have lost true friend and a wonderful  human 
being. God Bless Earl, our loss is Heavens gain. BJS 

The Woodbury Heritage Society 

lost a remarkable member—Earl 
Raths. Earl and his wife Lor-

raine have been longtime mem-
bers of the Society. Servings as 

board members and currently as 
Archivists and Librarians.  



Heritage Happenings page four Summer 2010 

Woodbury Heritage Society  

2009 / 2010 Annual Report 

April 22, 2010 
 
Annual Members Meeting of April 2009 

The annual members meeting was scheduled for 

Thursday , April 16, 2009 , at Salem Lutheran Church 

at 6:30 pm .  There was a short business meeting 

addressed by the president , John Seemann , then with 

Great sadness we accepted the retirement of Bud Urtel 

and Earl Raths, which  left two positions available for 

nomination.   Patty Minehart and Barry Brown were 

voted to be the new Board Members.  It also was 

announced that the Treasurers report and the Annual 
Report would be printed in the Heritage Happenings 

newspaper.  The main speaker or program for the 

evening was Jean Garbe Brown and the history of the 

Garbe family.  The history was very thorough and 

exciting , the members were thrilled to hear the story of 

how the Garbe family settled in Woodbury.  The Garbe 

family did an excellent job of reporting .  There was a 

very large attendance and it was exciting to hear 

comments and laughter from the crowd. 

May 2009 

Volunteers John Seemann was approached by Katie 

Langer from Globe College of Woodbury for volunteer 

work for their students.  They had a Volunteer Day that 

they wanted to fulfill and the Heritage Society did have 
some work to be done.  The students and the WHS  

Board members worked together in repairing the picket 

fence and they assisted Kathryn Ho with the garden 

work that needed some planting and tilling.  We were 

very grateful for the work they had done . 

June 2009 

Vice President  When Bud Urtel had decided to retire 

from the Board of Directors , that left a Vice President 

slot open, and John Seemann opened the discussion 

with a nomination of Wayne Schilling for Vice President 

of the Board of Directors, and Ken Wolterstorff seconded 

the nomination.   The board voted unanimously for 

Wayne Schilling to be the new Vice President. 

Open House   The first open house of the Heritage 
House was Sunday , June 14th , 2009.  The board 

members prepared the house on June 4th , and 

Kathryn Ho worked hard to prepare the gardens for the 

visitors. 

Photo Contest :   The board decided to provide Prize 

money for a city photo contest and would be using the 

photos for a 2010 calendar .   Bill Schrankler would be 

the project chairman and he would have the project 

completed approximately in July . 

September 2009 

Burr Oak Project    The Burr Oak Project was finally 

completed and there was a dedication of the exhibit at 

Woodbury City Hall on September 23, 2009 .    Thank 

you to the committee , Wayne Schilling, Sheila Hause , 
Bill Schrankler and Ruth Duncan , who worked over the 

course of the year to complete this project. 

 

 

October 2009 

Members Meeting :  The 3rd annual Antique Appraisal 

Members Meeting was October 11, 2009 at Central Park 

in the Amphitheater and was as successful as usual . 

Heritage House :    The Heritage House was closed for 

the Season on October 21st . 

December 2009 
Bill Schrankler would like to begin encouraging our 

WHS members to receive their Heritage Happenings by e

-mail .  This would eliminate the expense of printer ink , 

paper, and postage. 

January 2010 

Members Meeting : The WHS members Holiday Potluck 

on January 10, 2010 was an event that took place at St. 

Johns Lutheran Church in Woodbury at 12 noon.   

Emily Wolterstorff was the guest speaker , and the 

Highlight of the program with extensive history of 4H in 

Woodbury .  Glen Warnke was also a speaker , and the 

members enjoyed such elaborate memorabilia . 

The board sent reminders ( by postcard ) to the WHS 
members for this event. 

February 2010 

The Computer :    The February board meeting was 

visited by the IT department of Woodbury City hall.   

The board made the decision to invest in a computer 

and work with the IT department of Woodbury to obtain 

all of the hardware we would need to complete this 

project.  The board also decided that we would invest in 

a specific software that would give us an advantage to 

catalog and archive all of the artifacts that have been 

collected over the years and scan all of the Contact 

Prints that have been on file since 1986 . 

March 2010 

The board was approached by a contractor to obtain the 
Bielenberg Farm buildings , and Bill Schrankler , 

Wayne Schilling and John Seemann went to work to 

find a piece of property to move the “ Farm buildings “ 

on to .   The city has been somewhat cooperative with 

the committee but, the board has tabled the project 

until further investigative work could be done.  The 

board would appreciate the input of other members , 

and any suggestions are appreciated.  The will be 

further updates concerning this project. 

April 2010 

Citizens Academy : The Citizens Academy is a work in 

progress for Woodbury , and they have an agenda to 

assist anyone in the community to explain what and 

anything they may be interested in about Woodbury .  
They have several scheduled meetings for anyone who 

signs up for this class , and the WHS demonstrated 

examples of the Life and Times in Woodbury, both past 

and present .   The WHS committee consisted of Ken 

Wolterstorff, Kathryn Ho, Wayne Schilling and Bill 

Schrankler.  They did such an excellent job that they 

believe that the enrollment will increase for the Citizens 

Academy in the future. 

History in Your Backyard: The History in Your Backyard 

was an event that the WHS decided to participate in 

again at the Old Stillwater Courthouse, along with all of 

the Historical Societies of Washington County.  Once 

again it was very successful and the board has 



contemplated to repeat this event every 

year.   Sheila Hause , Vonnie Stutzman, 

and Ruth Duncan were the committee for 

this event. 

Heritage Society Office :   The office has 

had the pleasure of having Dick Raths, 
along with Earl and Lorraine Raths 

volunteering for answering the phone and 

voice mails , opening and sorting mail , 

mailing calendar orders, and just taking 

care of everyone and anyone who has an 

interest in looking for or finding 

information regarding their ancestors or 

information concerning Woodbury.  If you 

happen to visit or see any of these 

volunteers , Please thank them for their 

generous work and the great dedication to 

the WHS. 

Computer :   The Computer was installed 

and has been in the WHS office for some 
time now, and if you have a need to e-mail 

anything , please use the following e-mail 

address: 

heritagesociety@ci.woodbury.mn.us . 

And if you would like to call us , please 

leave a message at the following phone 

number:   651-714-3564 and someone will 

return your call as soon as possible. 

Heritage House and Gardens : Once again , 

the Heritage House and Gardens will be 

available for the Summer season open to 

the public every 2nd and 4th Sunday 

starting June 13th through September 

26th .  Kathryn Ho is volunteering to 
prepare , plant and dress the Gardens 

again this year , and she will have some of 

the local Girl Scouts to assist her .  Please 

stop by and let Kathryn know what a 

GREAT job she has done with the gardens .  

If you have any suggestions or would like to 

volunteer with the House and / or Gardens 

Please call the Heritage Society Office 

phone number , and leave a message at : 

651-714-3564. 

The WHS will be planning for the school 

children again this September , and it 

seems that the class sizes are getting 

larger , so there is a real need for extra 
volunteers to assist with the explanation 

and demonstrations of the History in 

Woodbury.  There are Thank You notes 

from the students on file at the Heritage 

Office , and they are really wonderful.  

Please feel welcome to come in and read 

them when the office is open. 

Artifacts :   Barry Brown has obtained / 

procured several Corn Shellers for the 

Heritage House , but, the board decided 

that they would only be used for 

demonstration as they could be dangerous 

to someone that doesn’t know how to use 

them.  There could be some liability if they 

are not supervised.  The board agreed that 

the Corn Sheller  would be really beneficial 

when the school students come to visit. 

Burr Oak : If you would like to see the Burr 
Oak and its history , it is displayed on the 

first floor of Woodbury City Hall. 

Projects in Progress: The Bielenberg 

Project is the largest interest that the board 

is working on at this time, and they hope to 

be able to respond with some positive 

information in the near future.   The 

Heritage House is going to open in June 

and there is some work to be done , along 

with scheduling members to Host the Open 

Houses on Sundays.  Sheila Hause is the 

chairman for the schedule , and would 

appreciate any volunteers .   The next 

members meeting will be scheduled in 
October at the Antique Appraisal event and 

Bill Schrankler is the chairman for this 

event.   Kathryn Ho is the chairman for the 

Heritage House Gardens and she has been 

working hard already to prepare the 

gardens for all of the guests that visit.  The 

Girl Scouts will be volunteering in the 

gardens once again this year. 

If you have any suggestions or additions 

that you would like to involve the 

Woodbury Heritage Society in, please call 

the office at 651-714-3564, or e-mail the 

WHS at the following e-mail :  

heritagesociety@ci.woodbury.mn.us .    And 
don’t forget to check on the activities of the 

WHS at the following website:   

www.woodburyheritage.org 

Respectfully submitted, Ruth Duncan, 

Secretary Emeritus 
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Our good friend, Bud Urtel, 
started the pumpkins for us 
again this year and we planted 
them in the garden. There are 

sunflowers and corn coming up and the po-
tatoes should be peeking out of the ground 
soon.   
 I've added a few new plants in the planting 
area I am renovating, and have also planted 
some seeds that I am anxiously waiting to 
sprout.    
Lots of Girl Scout activity in the garden this 
summer!  I have a Daisy Girl Scout troop 
visiting, they will help me plant some mari-
golds.  I've gotten some good weeding help 
already from a Girl Scout troop, another 
troop will be in charge of the herb garden, 
and pavers.  Kathryn Ho, Gardner  

mailto:heritagesociety@ci.woodbury.mn.us
mailto:heritagesociety@ci.woodbury.mn.us
http://www.woodburyheritage.org

